
Staff Report 
Submission Date: October 31, 2024 

To: Siskiyou County Agricultural Preserve Administrator 

From: Bernadette Cizin, Associate Planner 

Subject: Recommendation by Staff to issue a Notice of Non-Renewal of portions of certain 
Williamson Act Contracts. 

Location: Multiple Parcels in Siskiyou County 

Exhibits: A.  Contracts 97001 & 20003B- Humanity for Horses 
1. Contract 97001 

  2. Contract 20003B 
 B. Contract 12003 - Harris 

1. Contract 12003  
  2. Harris Email 
 C.  Contract 72025 - The Claes Heritage Land Trust & Bennett  

 1. Contract 72025 
  2. Claes Heritage Land Trust - 2023 Survey Response 
  3. Bennett Email 

Background and Discussion 

Pursuant to Siskiyou County Rules for the Establishment and Administration of Agricultural Preserves and 
Williamson Act Contracts (guidelines), staff continues to survey and review properties under Williamson Act 
contract to verify compliance and determine if commercial agricultural operations continue to be the primary 
use of the property. Additionally, courtesy notices are sent to new property owners of Williamson Act 
contracted land, which provides information on where the county guidelines can be found and explains that 
should their property be only a portion of an existing contract, they must submit an application to the county 
requesting their property be rescinded from the existing contract and a new contract be issued, consisting 
solely of their property. Property owners who chose not to apply for their own contract or do not complete the 
application process are then notified that staff will be recommending a Notice of Non-Renewal be issued for 
their property, as remaining under the multi-owner contract is not in compliance with the county guidelines. 
 
Staff has corresponded with each owner individually regarding the recommendation to issue a notice of non-
renewal for their property.  
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97001 (portion) & 20003B– Humanity for Horses  

 
Figure 1 – 97001 portion and & 20003B – Humanity for Horses property 

Subject Property - 
1459.11 acres located on Scarface Road, west of the community of Gazelle on APNs 022-041-430, 022-041-440, 
022-041-450, 022-041-470, 022-050-180, 022-050-180, 022-050-230, 022-050-300, 022-050-310, 022-221-180, 
022-250-610, 022-250-650, 022-250-370 & 022-250-730 (Figure 1). 
 
Contract and Preserve History - 
97001 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 97001, noted as Clerk’s Contract 494, as recorded on December 
18, 1996, in the Siskiyou County Records as Document No. 1996-15535 (Exhibit A-1). 

o Consists of 900 acres with two separate property owners (Humanity for Horses & Kvalvik). 
o A Notice of Non-Renewal has been issued to Kvalvik consisting of approximately 99 acres.  
o Commercial Agricultural Use specified in Contract – Pasture 

• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution 96-375. 
20003B 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 20003B, noted as Clerk’s Contract “Humanity for Horses”, as 
recorded on July 15, 2021, in the Siskiyou County Records as Document No. 2021-7560 (Exhibit A-2). 

o Consists of 658.11 acres with a single property owner (Humanity for Horses). 
o Commercial Agricultural Use specified in Contract – Rangeland 

• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution 20-179. 
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Compliance Issues- 
• No Commercial Agricultural Use is occurring on the property. 
• Contract 97001 has multiple property owners 
• Contract 20003B includes only portions of legal parcels 

o APNs 022-250-650 & 022-250-730 are 232.91 acres of a 309.13-acre legal parcel of which 76.22 
acres are not included in the contract 

o APN 022-250-670 is 54.04 acres of a 64.39-acre legal parcel of which 10.35 acres is not 
included in the contract. 

• On June 22, 2022, the Planning Division was notified by the Assessor’s office that certain parcels under 
Williamson Act Contract have changed title. In response, staff sent a letter to the property owner 
letting them know that being as only a portion of the existing contract was transferred to a different 
owner, they would need to apply for their own contract. 

o The property owner submitted an application on August 4, 2023, for a Williamson Act Contract 
amendment, however, did not complete the application process and has since received a 
refund for their application fees. 

o During the review process it was found that no commercial agricultural uses were occurring, 
and the property did not qualify for a contract. 
 

Method of Correspondence  
• USPS mail to the address on record with the county Assessor/Recorder. 
• Email and phone as provided by the property owner. 
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12003 (portion) – Harris 

 
Figure 2 – 12003 – Harris Property  

 
Subject Property - 
240 acres located north and east of Interstate 5 on Bowen Centers Road, south and east of the city of Yreka on 
APN 038-080-020 (Figure 2). 
Contract and Preserve History - 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 12003, noted as Clerk’s Contract 541. Originally recorded on 
January 21, 1977, in the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 772 at Page 159 then later amended by 
Document No. 2012-0012382 (Exhibit B-1). 
o Consists of 3149 acres with two separate property owners (Harris and Burton) 
o Commercial Agricultural Use specified in Contract – Ranch. 

• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution 303 Book 7. 
Compliance Issues- 

• On May 14, 2024, the Planning Division found that certain parcels under Williamson Act Contract have 
changed title. In response, staff sent a letter to the property owner letting them know that being as 
only a portion of the existing contract was transferred to a different owner, they would need to apply 
for their own contract. 

o The property owner submitted a comment stating that they are not opposed to a non-renewal 
of their property from the existing Williamson Act Contract (See Exhibit B-2). 

Method of Correspondence  
• USPS mail to the address on record with the county Assessor/Recorder.  
• Email as provided by the property owner. 
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72025 (portion) – The Claes Heritage Land Trust 

 
Figure 3 – 72025 – The Claes Heritage Land Trust Property 

Subject Property - 
640 acres located on Guys Gulch Road, south of the city of Yreka on APN 014-340-060 (Figure 3). 
 
Contract and Preserve History – 
72025 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 72025, noted as Clerk’s Contract 82, as recorded on February 
25, 1972, in the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 651, Page 62 (Exhibit C-1). 

o Consists of 4555.91 acres with eleven separate property owners (Holm, Siskiyou Land Trust, 
Bennett, Chandler, Claes Heritage Trust, Acer Klamath Forest LLC, Joens, Moody, Morrison, 
Scarface Investments LLC and Ulics). 

o Notices of Non-Renewal have been issued to five different property owners, consisting of 
approximately 1052.03 acres. (Owners – Chandler, Joens, Moody, Scarface Investments LLC and 
Ulics)  

o Commercial Agricultural Use specified in Contract – Ranching 
• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution 184 in Book 4. 
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Compliance Issues- 
• On June 22, 2022, the Planning Division was notified by the Assessor’s office that certain parcels under 

Williamson Act Contract have changed title. In response, staff sent a letter to the property owner 
letting them know that being as only a portion of the existing contract was transferred to a different 
owner, they would need to apply for their own contract. 

o The property owner corresponded with Planning Staff and County Counsel regarding their 
questions of local rules and requirements for Williamson Act Contracts. 
 February 25, 2023 - A 60-day extension to apply for a separate contract was granted by 

the Planning Department. 
 October 17, 2023 – At a Public Hearing regarding staff recommendation to issue a 

Notice of Non-Renewal, Mr. James Hawkinson, Trustee, requested and was granted a 
one-year extension to apply for a separate contract.  

o September 17, 2024 - A courtesy reminder of the October 17, 2024 deadline to apply for a 
separate contract. 

o No application for a separate contract has been received by the Planning Division. 
• 2023 Survey was returned noting the Growing of Timber as the use occurring on the property with the 

compatible use of Timber Harvest (Exhibit C-2). 
o This indicates a significant change in use from Ranching to the Growing and Harvesting of 

Timber, which should be addressed in a Williamson Act Contract Amendment. 
 

Method of Correspondence  
• USPS standard mail to the address on record with the county Assessor/Recorder. 
• Email and phone as provided by the trustee, James Hawkinson. 

It should be noted that the property is still under the same ownership as when staff initially sent notification 
regarding the compliance issue of the multi-owner contract however a Deed Correction was Recorded on 
December 22, 2023, removing James Edward Hawkinson, Trustee from the Grantee, leaving only The Claes 
Heritage Land Trust.  
Staff continues to send correspondence to both The Claes Heritage Land Trust and Mr. James Hawkinson in an 
effort to ensure all parties receive necessary information. 
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72025 (portion) – Bennett 

 
Figure 4 – 72025 – Bennett Property 

Subject Property - 
640 acres located on Mill Creek Road, south and west of the city of Yreka on APNs 014-200-040 & 014-200-050 
(Figure 4). 
 
Contract and Preserve History – 
72025 

• Williamson Act Contract – Contract No. 72025, noted as Clerk’s Contract 82, as recorded on February 
25, 1972, in the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 651, Page 62 (Exhibit C-1). 

o Consists of 4555.91 acres with eleven separate property owners (Holm, Siskiyou Land Trust, 
Bennett, Chandler, Claes Heritage Trust, Acer Klamath Forest LLC, Joens, Moody, Morrison, 
Scarface Investments LLC and Ulics). 

o Notices of Non-Renewal have been issued to five different property owners, consisting of 
approximately 1052.03 acres. (Owners – Chandler, Joens, Moody, Scarface Investments LLC and 
Ulics)  

o Commercial Agricultural Use specified in Contract – Ranching 
• Agricultural Preserve – Established by Board Resolution 184 in Book 4. 
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Compliance Issues- 
• In 2023 the property owner returned their survey noting the use of the property as Timberland. 

o Saff responded with a letter notifying the property owner that this was a significant change in 
use from the approved use of Ranching and a contract amendment was necessary. 
Additionally, this property is only a portion of the existing contract, and this issue too must be 
resolved by the contract amendment. 
 August 29, 2023 – an incomplete application for a Williamson Act Contract 

Amendment was received.  
 September 20, 2023 & November 1, 2023 – A letter listing application deficiencies 

were mailed to the owner. 
 December 19, 2023 – The owner submitted necessary documents to process his 

application, and an Application Complete letter was issued. 
 During the review process, it was found that the only agricultural use occurring on the 

property was growing timber for harvest. Staff reached out to the owner and discussed 
if Timber Production Zoning might be more appropriate.  

o October 9, 2024 – An application for a rezone from AG-2 and R-R to TPZ was received. 
 Government Code Section 51282.5 provides that land which has been zoned as 

Timberland Production may be petitioned the Board for cancellation and no 
cancellation fees shall apply.  

 The Cancellation process outlined under Government Code Section 51282 requires 
that a Notice of Non-renewal be issued in order for the Board to make the required 
findings to approve a request for cancellation.  

 The property owner submitted a comment stating that they are not opposed to a non-
renewal of their property from the existing Williamson Act Contract (See Exhibit C-3). 
 

Method of Correspondence  
• USPS standard mail to the address on record with the county Assessor/Recorder. 
• Email and phone as provided by the property owner. 
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From: planning
To: Janine Rowe; Bernadette Cizin
Subject: FW: Other
Date: Wednesday, August 28, 2024 8:40:45 AM

 
 
From: Richard A & Christine A Harris Trustees <siskiyoucounty-ca@municodeweb.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 5:34 PM
To: planning <planning@co.siskiyou.ca.us>
Subject: Other

 

Submitted on Tuesday, August 27, 2024 - 5:34pm

Submitted by user: Visitor

Submitted values are:

Directed to Department:
Planning

Issue Being Addressed:
Other

Full Name:
Richard A & Christine A Harris Trustees

e-Mail Address:
harrisrcnn4@outlook.com

Phone Number:
5308420844

Mailing Address:
7909 Bowen Centers Rd, Yreka

City:
Yreka

State:
CA

Zipcode:
96097

Issue Description:

B-2 

mailto:planning@co.siskiyou.ca.us
mailto:jrowe@co.siskiyou.ca.us
mailto:bpcizin@co.siskiyou.ca.us
mailto:harrisrcnn4@outlook.com


We are writing in response to the letter we received in the mail (dated July 2, 2024) re:
2024 Williamson Act Contract Compliance/Contract Reference #12003. We are not
opposed to the non-renewal of our property from the existing Williamson Act Contract.
Thank you. Sincerely, Richard & Christine Harris, Trustees

B-2 
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From: Orin Bennnett
To: Bernadette Cizin
Subject: Non renewal request
Date: Thursday, October 31, 2024 5:54:27 PM

Dear Bernadette,

I would not be opposed to the  county not renewing the contract for the existing Williamson Act Contract ,#72025
for parcels 014-200-040 ,and 014-200-050. Thank you for your help in this matter.

Kind regards,
Orin Bennett

Exhibit C-3
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